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It was on Valentine's Day 17 years ago that I learned about love in a whole new way.  That was the day that Renee gave birth to 

Jimmy.  While the experience of being a parent is certainly not unique, being a father to Jimmy and Lisa has given me some 

small glimpses into what it means to call God, "Father." 

 

Scripture is full of parental images for God, predominantly fatherly, but with about a dozen motherly images as well (for exam-

ple: Dt 32:18, Is 66:13, Mt 23:37).  Yes, parental images are not the total picture.  There are other biblical images as well:  God 

as spouse, God as monarch, God as judge.  But it's important to remember that Jesus taught us to pray, "Abba, Father, Dad."  

Jesus placed a heavy emphasis on God's loving, parental nature.  What does it mean that God loves us in a fatherly/motherly 

way? 

 

I think back to when my children were infants. The very first time I took each of them in my arms, I felt a strong bond of love.  It 

wasn't because of anything they did--they were just lying there mystified.  It was simply because of who they were: my beloved 

daughter, my beloved son.  They did nothing to earn that love.  Instead, they kept filling their diapers and requiring great 

amounts of time and energy.  But that didn't reduce my love one bit, in fact it grew over time.     

 

It reminds me that God's grace and love are there for us even before we are aware of or acknowledge him.  God first loves us, 

even though we have done nothing to earn that love.   

 

Now my children are in high school.  Instead of being passive, they now have very DEFINITE wills of their own.  In our attempt 

to be good parents, Renee and I have to set boundaries.  We sometimes have to let Jimmy and Lisa experience the consequences 

of bad choices without automatically rescuing them.  But that doesn't decrease our love for them. 

 

God also chooses to give us that same freedom: to make choices, and to make mistakes.  And there are sometimes attendant con-

sequences.  But God's love is still there.  Is God thrilled with everything we do?  Certainly not.  But God's love is still there. 

 

Of course, we often treat God like we're eternal teenagers.  We ignore his advice (though we're ready to listen to our friends).  

We don't have time to talk with him.  We push him to the margins of our lives.   

 

Yet, despite the messiness of our lives, despite our bad choices, despite our neglect, God is always there for us.  Waiting.  With 

open arms.  With an open heart.  Ready to welcome all who turn and return to him.   

 

This Valentine's Day, this Lent, everyday of your life, don't forget God your Father, God your Mother.  He has lavished his love 

upon you.  Embrace that love.  Respond with love.  Deepen your relationship with the greatest lover that any of us could ever 

have. 
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 St. Paulôs  
Worship Schedule  

and  
Weekly Parish Activities  

 

Sunday 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist no music 
10:30 am Choral Holy Eucharist 

2:00 pm Carillon Service  
(1st & 3rd Sunday of each month) 

 

Tuesday 

1:00 - 4:00 pm  
St. Johnôs / St. Paulôs Food  

Voucher Ministry 
 

Wednesday 

4:00 pm Shawl Ministry 
5:30 pm Childrenôs Choir Practice 

5:45 pm Wed. Evening Service 
6:45 pm Adult Choir Practice 

 
Thursday 

6:30-8:00 am Neighbor 2 Neighbor 
6:30 pm EFM 

 
Saturday 

8:00 am Menôs Breakfast 
(3rd Saturday of the month) 

 

 

 

 

THANKS TO ALL THE FLOWER GUILD AND OTHERS 

WHO WORKED SO HARD ON THE CHRISTMAS DECORA-

TIONS.  This includes Don Wink and Eric Blackwell and James 
McNabb who did the front door of the church, Bart Howard and John 
Akard who put up the large wreath by the Altar and Eric Blackwell who 
took it down.  Thanks to Linda Jones, Nadine Wink and others who 
watered the poinsettias for a week, Anna Wood and Sharon Casey and 
Carolyn Perry plus others who put out all the greenery in the win-
dows.  To Barbara Murphy-Lubowicz who took it all out of the win-
dows and helped put it away.  Many others joined in and if your name 
isn't here, please understand that you were VERY appreciated for your 
hard work.  THANKS. 
  
If you'd like to donate flowers for any Sunday, please let Kathi Harris in 
the office know and it will be done. 

 

Carroll Akard 

 

From the Director of Religious  
Educationé. 
 
We made the front page of the Avalanche
-Journal é on Christmas Day! Rodney 
Goebel has placed a new poster with his 
marvelous pictures on the bulletin board. 

If all the photographers who took their own pictures are willing to 
share, we will have more for the archives. (Hint, hint) 
 
 A big òThank Youó goes to parents who provided transportation in 
order for their children to participate. We were concerned about 
having enough children to fill all the cast parts, but they came forth! 
Sixteen young people took part and helped tell the story of the Na-
tivity. 

The music was wonderful: Fiona and Regina Shea provided prelude 
and postlude selections. The childrenõs choirs sang a beautiful offer-
tory anthem, (Thank you, Camille!) and Dr. Hollins did his usual 
best. Lisa and Renee Haney assisted in costume fittings, as well. I 
personally think the staging/setting was outstanding! The pageant is 
always a cooperative effort and a memorable way to celebrate the 
Birth of our Lord. 

Feb. 2 Groundhog Day 

Feb. 5  Boy Scouts Sunday 

Feb. 14 Valentines Day 

Feb. 20 Presidentôs Day 

Feb. 22  Ash Wednesday 
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A MESSAGE FROM ST. PAULôS STAFFé 
 

ôTwas the week before Christmas, 
    When all through St. Paulõs, 
The staff members were busy, 
     And not òDecking the Halls.ó 
 
Cynthia, Becky, John and Walteré 
      Were trying hard not to falter. 
For Kathi, Anna Marie, and Father Jim 
      Deadlines were looming; things looked grim. 
 
So many bulletins that had to be righté 
     Kept Kathi on her toes; 
Walter was busy watching 
     For who comes and who goes. 
 
Finishing the end-of-year statements 
    Was Cynthiaõs trying task; 
John had his own dilemma: 
    How many musicians to ask. 
 
New Deacon Becky was getting her fill 
   Of hustle and bustle, and visiting the ill. 
Several sermons Father Jim had to writeé 
   What he most needed was rareéPeace and Quiet. 
 
The pageant this year was going through changeé 
   A different script, é the same story, not strange. 
We scrambled to find enough children to tell 
   The wonderful story we all love so well. 
 
They did come forward to take their places: 
   Two Marys, one Joseph, five angelic faces; 
Four shepherds, one innkeeper, and wise men three, 
  Their one true missioné to help òmake believe.ó 
 
To parents who somehow found time to transport 
  We say a big òThank Youó for all your support. 
The children will remember (no matter how old) 
  The Greatest Love Story theyõll ever be told. 
 
To St. Paulõs mysterious, generous elves, 
   Thank You So Much é from our most grateful selves. 
We all want to wish you, whether far or near, 
   A Most  Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

More than 20 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring 

began with a simple prayer from a single youth 

group:  "Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football 

game, help us to be mindful of those without even a 

bowl of soup  to eat."  

  

Since that day, more than $81 million has been raised 

for local charities across the country through Souper 

Bowl of Caring.  It has become a powerful movement 

that is transforming the time around Super Bowl week-

end into the nation's largest celebration of giving and 

serving. 

  

Through this mission, young people learn what it's like 

to make a positive difference in the world.   In the past 

couple of years, the Lubbock EYC has served at St. 

Benedicts, and collected over $2,000 for outreach min-

istries here in Lubbock.   This year, the Lubbock EYC 

will stand at the church doors after the service with 

soup pots collecting money to support those without a 

bowl of soup to eat.   

  

Be part of this movement that is sharing God's love 

with those in need.  Please give generously on Super 

Bowl Sunday.   Every dollar donated goes to  St. Bene-

dict's and Neighbor 2 Neighbor, our 2012 Souper 

Bowl of Caring charities of choice.  
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TREASURERôS REPORT  December, 2011 

        

Category Current Month  Actual Year to 

Date 

 Budgeted YTD  Budgeted 2011 

        

Income $41,345.58  $401,696.21  $ 405,174.67  $ 405,174.67 

        

Personnel Expenses $21,387.84  $217,497.29  $215,845.02  $ 215,845.02 

Facilities Expenses $ 4,410.48  $ 63,947.96  $ 65,313.00  $   65,313.00   

General Operating Expense $ 4,550.00  $   5,340.79  $   4,850.00  $     4,850.00 

Office Expense $    852.11  $ 16,564.40  $  16,757.00  $   16,757.00 

Outreach (including diocese) $ 7,721.00  $ 92,652.00  $ 92,752.00  $   92,752.00 

Program Expense $ 1,170.78  $   7,485.88  $   10,050.00  $   10,050.00 

Other Expenses  $    450.00  $   4,820.18  $   3,000.00  $    3,000.00   

        

Total Expenses $ 40,542.21  $408,308.50  $ 408,567.02  $408,567.02 

 

February Birthdays  
continued  

Greg Westmoreland (22) 
Cammie Quinn (23) 

Alex Quinn (24) 
Donald Smith (26) 
Harlan Smith (27) 
Bob Ranck (29) 

 
February Anniversaries 
Dick & Sharon Watley (3) 

Joe & Ann Horkey (16) 
Bob & Carol Nebb (25) 

Craig & Mildred Farmer (25) 
  

February Birthdays 
Abby Quinn (1) 
Alyce Ashcraft (2) 

Robert Stephens (2) 
David Blackwell (6) 

Tom Mahan (7) 
Russ Igo (7) 
Trey Hill (9) 

Sarah Musa (11) 
Marshall Veal (12) 

Carol King (14) 
Angela Keen (14) 
Jimmy Haney (14) 

Emily Crawford Rivenbark (15) 
Olivia Rabone (18) 
Charles Dunn (18) 

Tina Thompson (21) 
Carolyn Perry (21) 

 
 

Ladies Night Out- 
Join the Ladies Night Out 
group on Tuesday, January 
31st, 6:00 p.m. at  
Harrigan's for dinner.   
We have no agenda, no 
studyñIt is just a chance to 
gather and enjoy good food 
and great company.    

Please call Kathi in the church office at 762-2893  by 
Monday, January 30th to RSVP.   

St. Hildaôs GuildðMonday, 

January 23rd at 1:30 in 

Washington Hall.  Study con-

tinues in Matthew Chapter 

25. 

St. Hildaôs GuildðMonday, 

February 27 at 1:30 in Wash-

ington Hall. 
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SERMONS followed by SOUP & SANDWICHES 

 

We'll begin at noon with a short devotion, then a sermon. 

Everyone is then invited to stay for a soup and sandwich 

luncheon immediately following.   

 

There is no charge (though donations are gratefully 

accepted for the food). 

 

For more information call us at 762-2893. 

2012 Lenten Lunch Series 
 

St. Paul's-on-the-Plains  

Episcopal Church 

1510 Ave X, Lubbock, Texas 
 

Wednesdays at Noon 

February 29 through March 28 

This year our preachers are Episcopal clergy serving in Lubbock, speaking 

about their favorite Lenten hymns: 

Feb 29--The Rev. J. David Perdue, Rector of St. Stephen's:  Hymn 150 

Mar 7--The Rev. J. Edson Way, Rector of St. Christopher's:  Hymn 147 

Mar 14--The Rt. Rev. J. Scott Mayer, Bishop of NW Texas:  Hymn 149 

Mar 21--The Rev. Patricia Russell, Canterbury Chaplain:  Hymn 143 

Mar 28--The Rev. James P. Haney V, Rector of St. Paul's:  Hymn 142 
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A Look Back in Time...  
April 1947, based on Vestry Minutes 

Compiled by Rodney Goebel 

 

 

 

St. Paulõs Vestry met on the evening of April 7, 1947 at Seaman Hall. The Rev. John Winslow presided and 
opened the meeting with a prayer. Vestry members in attendance included: Crenshaw, Clayton, Tucker, Kinney, 
Allensworth,  Wiesen, Maedgen,  Ashburn, Whiteside and Allen. 

Charles Maedgen and Mrs. Raymond Shook presented a report for the Seaman Hall Committee. The 
budget for 1947 was $1250.  Subtracted from this amount was $225 for utilities, leaving $1025 for its proposed 
projects. It was noted that Seaman Hall had requested a phonograph and lamps. D. Kinney made a motion,  sec-
onded by Asburn, that  an extra $170 be added to Seaman Hall funds for April and May 1947. The motion 
passed.  
 The women of the church, representing the kitchen and UTO, agreed not to present a plan until later. 
 As for music and worship,  Mr. Tucker reported that Elton Plowman had been approached  to lead the 
church music on a week-by-week basis. He said that Mr. Plowman was considering the offer. Mr. Tucker urged 
that more appreciation should be given to the choir and the part it played at St. Paulõs. 
 A number of bills were presented by the Treasurer to the Vestry for approval. They included $20 to 
Adair Music Co. for organ repairs; $39.96 to W. R. Dean for repairs to the church; $24.09 to Mrs. Frank Smith 
for Sunday School materials; $39.55 to Cochran Insurance Agency; $1.40 to Hesterõs Office Supplies; $11.80 to 
the St. Phillips Society for supplies; $10.03 to The Cloister Press for printing; $4.50 to the Department of Social 
Science for pamphlets;  .90 to St. Paulõs Book Store for Youth Cards; $67.70 to Groce Furniture Store for a vac-
uum cleaner; and $20.59 to Duplex Envelope  Co. for printing supplies. Mr. Winslow presented a bill for ex-
penses that he had paid. They included: $7.50 for Leadership Training for Sunday School; $42.55 for postage; 
$13.13 for paper; $1.65 for long-distant calls and $5.00 to the International Council, another Sunday School ex-
pense.  
 In other business, there was the question of the lawn mower. Charles Crenshaw and the House Commit-
tee were told to investigate that need. A motion was made, seconded and passed that the church purchase thirty -
six chairs for Sunday School.  Mr. Winslow announced that he would be absent on Sunday, April 20, when he 
would be with Bishop Quarterman and Sunday, April 27 when he would be with Mr. Tom Murphy. 
 APRIL 16, 1947, SPECIAL MEETING of the VESTRY: The first item of business came from R.C. 
Tucker, Chairman of the Music Committee. It concerned hiring a choir director in addition to the organist.  He 
said that he had talked to Dr. Morton (who was currently playing the organ at St. Paulõs) about the job, but Dr. 
Morton refused, saying he would rather be the organist only. However, he was willing to step down. Mr. Tucker 
contacted Elton Plowman and his wife,  Gladys, proposing that Elton lead the choir and Gladys play the organ. 
If this worked out, Mr. Tucker recommended that Dr. Morton be paid through May. 
 And so, a motion was made by Mr. Walter Clayton.  He proposed that St. Paulõs engage Mr. and Mrs. 
Plowman for $75 plus $50 for organist and director of the choir on a month-to-month basis. As for Dr. Morton, 
it was recommended that he be paid through June. The motion carried. The Secretary of the Vestry was then 
instructed to notify the Plowmans of the action by letter. [NOTE: The Plowmansõ first Sunday was May 11, 1947 
and they were the mainstay for St. Paulõs music for many years to come.]As for Dr. Morton, the Senior Warden 
was directed to notify him through the music committee that his services were to discontinue.  It was announced 
that the Music Committee  was planning a dinner for the music people, the Vestry and others.  
 The Secretary of the Vestry was instructed to write a letter to the War Assets Commission about perhaps 
securing such surplus items as an air conditioner,  a typewriter,  a radio-phonograph,  and a motor driven lawn-
mower. Business completed, the meeting adjoined. 
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WHERE WAS HE GOING?  

 

Have you ever lived with a tom cat?  Theyôve been known to roam the neighborhood and to have large territo-

ries but JUST HOW BIG IS A TOM CATôS TERRITORY?  In August, I read a story in our Science News 

magazine about a cougar found in Connecticut, where he had been killed by a car alongside a freeway.  Well, 

cougars have not lived in the wild in Connecticut for a long, long time.  In fact, there have been no docu-

mented sightings of wild cougars in Connecticut since the late l800ôs!! 

 

So where did this cat come from?  He was not declawed, was not escaped from any zooéThis cougar had 

traveled 2,000 miles from the Black Hills of South Dakota, through Wisconsin, and all the way to his resting 

place on the black asphalt of Wilbur Cross Parkway in Milford, Conn.  So HOW DO THEY KNOW he was 

from the Black Hills?  The scientists who did the autopsy on this cat sent a chunk of muscle to the U.S. Forest 

Servicesô Wildlife Genetics Lab in Missoula, Montana, hoping genetics could help determine the catôs home 

range.  The lab has a very extensive genetics database comprising 50 different wildlife species. 

 

The team of scientists compared DNA from the Connecticut catôs muscle to the roughly 800 cougar samples in 

the database, using DNA fingerprinting techniques similar to those used to identify Osama Bin Ladenôs body.  

They looked at 20 DNA microsatellites ï areas with repeated genetic elements of varying length ï as well as 

portions of maternally inherited DNA from the mitochondrial genome.  (if you remember your biology classé

mitochondria are the ñpower-houses of the cellòéthey produce the ATP (energy) to fuel the muscle action). 

The mitochondrial DNA matched the genetic profile of Black  Hills cats with 99.8% accuracy! 

 

There are an estimated 200-250 cougars in the Black Hills. A week does not goes by that there isnôt some 

newspaper article in the western South Dakota area about cougars, aka Mountain Lions.  90% of the subadult 

males leave the Black Hills.  Nonetheless, to find one 2,000 miles away is indeed phenomenal. 

 

This Black Hills boy journey took him through Wisconsin where samples of hair and dung linked him to the 

Black Hills.  There have been only four documented cougars seen in Wisconsin since 2008. 

 

Female cougars are not known to travel as extensively but if they did perhaps wild cougars could become es-

tablished on the East coast again. 

 

Where was this cat going?  And where are we going?  God be with us all. 

 

Dcn. Becky 
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St. Paulôs-on-the-Plains 

Episcopal Church 

www.stpaulslubbock.org 

 

Diocese  

of  

Northwest Texas 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

ñSt. Paulôs - A Christian  

community living and sharing 

Godôs love.ò 

 

VESTRY 

Sid Friend, Sr. Warden; 
 James McNabb, Jr. Warden; 

Carolyn Perry, Clerk;  
Scott McLaughlin, Treasurer; 

Priscilla Davis, Caroline Kopp, 
Patrick Pritchett,  

Katherine Goebel, Pat Jordan, 
Helen Liggett, Mallory Miller, 

Christian Rabone,  
Bart Howard, Pete Ramos,  

Bruce Whittlesey 

 
PARISH STAFF 

The Rev. James P. Haney V, 

The Rev. Becky Tilton Orem, 

Deacon 

  

Rector 

Dr. John Hollins, 

Minister of Music 

Anna Marie Wanasek, 

Director of Religious 

Education 

Cynthia Fletcher, Bookkeeper 

Kathi Harris, Parish Secretary 

Walter Higgins, Sexton 
 

 

The Epistle 
 

Epistle  Deadline 

Monday, Feb. 13 

Epistle  Workday 

Mailing Date 

 Wednesday,  Feb. 22 

 

Nominations 

The Nominations Committee, consisting of Fr. Haney, Sid Friend, James 
McNabb, Patrick Pritchett, Patrick Pritchett and Caroline Kopp, submits the fol-
lowing nominees for Vestry and Diocesan Convention Delegates:  
 

Vestry Nominees 
(Five to be elected for three-year terms.) 

John Akard 
Glenn Ashcraft 
Bill Casey 
Priscilla Davis* 
Anthony Garcia 
George Gray  
Patrick Pritchett* 
Don Wink 
* Priscilla and Patrick are serving one-year terms and are eligible to run for full three-year terms.  

Diocesan Delegate Nominees 
(Three to be elected for three-year terms.) 

Carroll Akard 
Jim Brown 
Tom Ritter 
Greg Westmoreland 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
1:00 pm Bridge 

4 pm Shawl Min. 
5:30 pm Childrenôs 

Choir Practice 
5:45 pm Evening 

Service 
6:15 pm Episcopal 

101 
6:45 pm Adult Choir 

Practice 

2 
6:30 am N2N 

10:30 am Staff Mtg. 
6:00 pm TTU 

University Choir 
Retreat 

6:30 pm EFM 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
5th Sunday after the  

Epiphany 
Souper Bowl of Caring 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
2:00 pm Carillon Service 

6 
 

7 
5:30 pm Finance 
Committee Mtg. 

6:30 pm Vestry Mtg. 

8 
4 pm Shawl Min. 
5:30 pm Childrenôs 

Choir Practice 
5:45 pm Evening 

Service 
6:15 pm Episcopal 

101 
6:45 pm Adult Choir 

Practice 

9 
6:30 am N2N 

10:30 am Staff Mtg. 
6:30 pm EFM 

DEROS Meetings 

10 
DEROS Meetings 

11 
 

12 
6th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
1:00 pm Safe Guarding 
Godôs Children Class 

 
 
 

13 
Epistle Deadline 

14 
 

15 
4 pm Shawl Min. 
5:30 pm Childrenôs 

Choir Practice 
5:45 pm Evening 

Service 
6:45 pm Adult Choir 

Practice 

 16 
6:30 am N2N 

10:30 am Staff Mtg. 
6:30 pm EFM 

 
 
 
 

17 18 
Menôs Breakfast 
10:00 am Bishopôs 
Counsel Meeting 

10:00 Safe Guarding 
Godôs Children Class 
3:00 pm EYC Lock-in 

6:00 pm 
Confirmandsô Service 

19 
The Last Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
The Bishopôs Visit 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist  

Discretionary Sunday 
2:00 pm Carillon Service 

 

20 
 

 21 
5:30 pm Pancake 

Supper 

 22 
10:30 am Epistle 

Workday 
12:00 Noon 

Imposition of Ashes 
4 pm Shawl Min. 
5:30 pm Childrenôs 

Choir Practice 
6:00 pm Imposition 

of Ashes 
6:45 pm Adult Choir 

Practice 

 23 
6:30 am N2N 

10:30 am Staff Mtg. 
6:30 pm EFM 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
1st Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist  

 

27 
1:30 pm  St. Hildaôs  

28 
 

29 
4 pm Shawl Min. 
5:30 pm Childrenôs 

Choir Practice 
5:45 pm Evening 

Service 
6:45 pm Adult Choir 

Practice 
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